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¥ ha power ' of the h'beral network: of congres-
: sional and bureaucratic staff aides has been.
demonstrated again in their apparently success- -
* ful campaign to bar Leo Cherne, an internation-
_ ally beloved ligure working with refugees, from
. the - Board- for - Internationals Broadcasting,
" which governs vital broa ' commumst :
- Eastern-Europe. : P
-.Cherne is mchned to reject. appomtment to
! the “board.. despite’ urgings :from- the White:
House. This confirrms the staff. network’s hidden :
"powen to: override tOp-level ‘government offi-
{ cials. behind " their _backs.. It also. reflects- the-
! policy split over whether detente still cught to’
¥ be enshrined; Cherne Is amoiig those who be-
; } lieve that era. has passed, and that U.S. broad-‘-
casts must toughen up. ™ ERRE
“.'The mmpaign agamst Chem at67a world:
g leader in: internationat rescue and refugee
; work, was plotted by the-BIR’s chief: ‘of staf?,.
!’ WalterRoberts; ‘working" é‘overtly w1th staff"
3 aides of several liberal Senators:=. .
i Radio- Free Europe and’ Radxo leerty, con-
'».trolled by the BIB, broadcast to Eastern Europe
i and  the Soviet “Union. Both had heavy CIA fi-
" ‘nancing” until-1973: The- campaign- put on: by
2 Roberta and the Senate staffers implied, falsely,
; that if appointed chairman of the five-member
board,ChemawomdfaunnderCIAmﬂuence. -

What'really was at stake,’ “however;” Wag-
whether Roberts, a 83-year-old. retired Foreign
i Service- officer, would stay in. power. How he.
1  and anonymous Senate aides were able to over- .
,ride Presxdent Carter’s natlonal secunty ‘advis-_
i ers: in. det ' stimony to-how

g

Word.Jeaked that national security’
,begmew Brzezinski had asked’ Cherne’ to con<’
. sider appomtment as:BIB chalrman ‘When' the’
* term of former. ambassador John Gronouski ex-
- pireéd in "April. Roberts then triggered his block-_

o8 memorandum from Cheme 1o ‘the White®
House that goes to the heart of what ails Radio |

%: Free Europe and Radio. Liberty: the BIB. Criti=|

. .1 cism.of:the BIB's inability to step:up American
'propaganda to. match post-detente requxre-

- ments runs from failure to inerease broadcasts"

* ng to'Soviet Moslem areas near" A.fghamstan to

3 strain between BIB and the two radios. - s
w4 iNo membero! theboard, Chernewntw, ean:
b more than -casually” assess”operations- of: the;
magmtude tobe performed” by ‘the two radios.’

« Consequently, the BIB staff’ s-authorityis.“more
- than, normal or desirable.”. Cherpe’s prescrip-

;. tions “The next chairman of BIB must, whatever:

¥ the Fesistance from hm coneaguas .Who may.

{ the Soviet empire. ..

}. cherish’ their dzstmcﬁon and -tasks; move ‘o
;brmg the existence of the BIB toan end.”. ...
+~Whether or not Roberts ever read Cherns's
;memo, he and the rest of the BIB staft surely
.knew; their .life-and-death *powers over ‘the
.radios would end under Chairman Cherne. -~
i _Roberts was present with staff-aides of Sen.
-Claiborne Pell, chairman. of the' foreign rela-
‘tions subcommmee overseeing the radios; at @
kmg, unannounced meeting in Pell’s office the
‘last-week. of " April. . That week,. Gronouski’s
: three-year term came to an end (though he cons
+ tinues as chaurmanmtha absexice of a replaee-
; ment).
AL the meeﬁng in Pell's office, a letter was
_ “drafted to President Carter that took déad aim’
.at Cherne's appomtment: “We believe the work:
"ot a decade in assuring the professional integs]
- ¥ity of RFE/RL would be undone if any of the
present members of the BIB were to-be re-
“placed by persons who could even remotely. be
identified as presently or formerly associated
Sywith the CIA or telhge ce acnvmes in any ca‘
_pacity.?®, %k A #d
The network: was energized “Aldes sewred
: the signatures of Pell and three other détentist
members of the Senate Poreign-Relations Comv
~Tnittee: Chairman Franls Church, Jacob xavxts
: and Charles H. Peres 7§ lose 5

=i Theletter blackballed T.co Cheme, a Ionomne
-member of the president’s Foreign. Intelhgence
:Adv;sory Board. {now: abolished).. Roberts had.
‘the letter leaked to The New, York Times two
“weeks later; The Times story falsely, charged *
sthat the International ‘Rescue Committee (then,,
asnow, headed by Cherne) “reportedly received”
1$15,000 in- CIA money- in. the mid-1960s.7 That .

iraised suspicions that’ Roberts: was the source of |

“The strategy of Roberts an hlS BIB stait was
‘Clearz with the support.of fom‘ proxmnent sena-
:t0rs and the red-herring watning abouta retum
; to evil CIA influence, Cherne was a goner.. .. ;"
* But at least one senator signed the letter with-
“out spotting the booby trap: After the letter
“leaked last month, 3 sorrowzful Javits said pub--
;Hely that nobedy had fold him “of any name”:
being considered for appointment. 41 had not:
- the foggiest notion of any indmdual, and cer-"
“tamly not Leo Cherne,” hesaid. - 2
. Such is the artful way of the staff network,‘;

% ovemd.mg policies of the highest ofticials, slith-
erxng through subterranean corridors of power.|
“to gain its ends. The result'is bad business as
~-usual, no- change in the BIB and 1o needed im-
: provement in car;rymg Amerlcas message into
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